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months in the northernmost parts; p. about
7,000.

Laprairie, town, Canada, in Laprairie CO.,
Quebec. It is a popular summer resort, and
there are sawmills, brickyards, canneries and
foundries; p. 2,158.

Lapse, in law, the failure of a testamentary
gift, valid at the time a will is made, due to
a subsequent event which renders it inopera-
tive, such, for example, as the death of the
devisee or legatee before the will goes into
effect. The death of such a devisee after the
will had once gone into effect through the
decease of the testator would not affect the
validity of the devise in any way; his death
before the will is executed would render the
gift void ab initio. It is only when the devise
might have gone into effect but has failed to
do so that it comes under the description of
a lapsed devise.

Lapsed (Lat. lapsi, 'slipped, fallen'), a
name applied in early days to those Chris-
tians who under the stress of persecution
were not true to their faith.

Lapwing, a handsome plover-like bird of
Northern Europe and Asia (Vanellus cris-
tatus), also known in Great Britain as pec-
wit, or green plover. It is greenish above,
with a black breast and white abdomen and
cheeks, and has erectile plumes in the crest.

Laramie, city, Wyoming. The surrounding
scenery is mountainous and picturesque.
Laramie is the seat of Wyoming University,
of the State Agricultural College and Ex-
periment Farms, and of the State Fish
Hatchery; p. 10,698,

Larceny, a term in its broadest sense at
common law, which includes all forms of
stealing or felonious taking of the property
of another against his will with intent to de-
prive him of the use of it. At common law,
if it was not complicated by some circum-
stance other than mere deprivation of prop-
erty, it was known as simple larceny; how-
ever, if it was aggravated by additional ele-
ments of crime, as breaking and entering a
dwelling house and stealing property there-
from, or taking property from the person of
another under threat of death or bodily
harm, it was known as 'compound larceny.'
However, by statutes larcenies under partic-
ularly aggravated circumstances were classi-
fied under specific names, as burglary, rob-
bery, embezzlement, obtaining money under
false pretenses, etc. The tendency of modern
penal codes seems to be to merge some of
these classifications under the head of lar-

constituting the alleged offense. The New
York Code classifies the degrees of the offense
as follows: Grand larceny, of which there are
two degrees, the first of which is punishable
by imprisonment for a term not exceeding 10
years, and the second by a term not exceed-
ing five years; petit larceny which includes
taking property of less than $25.00 in value,
and is a misdemeanor, and punishable by
fine or short imprisonment in discretion of
court. The specific offences of burglary and
robbery are more severely punished. Al-
though all the States have not adopted this
classification in the above form, it is practi-
cally the same in most of them.

Larch, or Larix, a genus of hardy, decid-
uous, coniferous trees of graceful habit be-
longing to the family Pinacea*. There arc
about 10 species native to Europe, Asia and
North America. The timber, which is hard
and tough, is much used in shipbuilding and
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for railway sleepers, and in cabinet work is
capable of taking a high polish. The species
most commonly planted is L. europcsa, which
grows to about a hundred feet in height and
is very ornamental. Other species are L. oc-
cidentalis, a tall and handsome American
tree and L. laricina, the tamarack, or hack
matack, of North America.

Larcom, Lucy (1826-93), American poet,
was born in Beverly Farms, Mass. She
wrote for the Lowell Offering, the paper ed-
ited by a circle of mill girls, and gained the
interest and friendship of Whittier, She was
editor of Our Young Folks, 1866-74. Her
best known poem is entitled 'Hannah Bind-
ing Shoes/

Lard, hog fat that has been melted and
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